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I.
Course Objectives
The main objective of the course is to introduce students to legal reasoning and writing, based on the case law and statutory law. 

II.
Course Content
The course will include analysis of:

1. Legal reasoning: logic, syllogisms, reasoning by analogy, application of precedent.

2. The declaratory theory of the common law.

3. Judicial precedent.

a. Its applicable rules.

b. Its history and purposes

c. Ratio decidendi and obiter dictum.

d. Per incuriam.

e. Commonwealth Caribbean complications.

4. Rules of statutory interpretation.

5. An introduction to basic research strategy.

6. The rules of case citation.

As legal research and writing will be taught in a separate course, the emphasis in this course is on legal reasoning.

III.
Method of Teaching

This is a one-semester course, taught through a combination of lectures, tutorials, and workshops, depending on the week’s subject matter.  For additional materials on teaching method and helpful suggestions regarding class preparation, exam preparation, format, and other general matters common to law school teaching in general, please visit the instructor website, which is http://www.camlawblog.com/speaking-227-courses.html. Supplemental materials are also available on the course website. You will need these to complete your graded assignments.

IV.
Method of Assessment

Students will be assessed by three take-home assignments, assessed respectively as 20%, 40% and 40% of the final mark.  These are due to the LLB secretary as follows:

1. Two case briefs.

2. Memorandum of law (analytical and case-based).

3. Memorandum of law (persuasive and statutory).

Due dates will be announced in class; assignments are due by 4 p.m. on the assigned date.  According to UWI policy, no late papers will be accepted; if an assignment is turned in at any time after the deadline the student will receive no credit whatsoever.  Further, in order to pass the course all three assignments must be completed (exactly on time); failure to complete any assignment results in failing the course.  Assignments are individual and not collaborative exercises.  So please, plan ahead.

V.
Attendance and Participation
Regular and punctual attendances at lectures and tutorials are mandatory and expected as part of learning a culture of professional excellence.  Meaningful, constructive, thoughtful, and respectful class participation will also be evaluated as hallmarks of high standards of scholastic and professional excellence.  As future members of the Bar, students are expected to abide by all pertinent regulations of the university and college, particularly with regard to avoiding plagiarism.  

  VI.
Required Materials
1. Glanville Williams, Learning the Law (Sweet and Maxwell) - latest edition

2. Richard K. Neumann, Jr., Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (Aspen Publishers)

3. Kenneth J. Vandevelde, Thinking Like a Lawyer (Westview Press)

4. Supplemental materials distributed by Prof. Cohen or available on course website

VII.
Course Assignments
These are target assignments although the pace may vary depending on the class, so it is advisable to stay ahead.  Next to Legal Research and Writing, this may be the important foundational course – you will get out of it what you put into it, so be prepared to work hard.

	Topic
	Neumann, Legal Reasoning
	Vandevelde, Thinking Like a Lawyer
	Williams, Learning the Law
	Supplemental

(website materials)



	Introduction to the course


	-
	-
	-
	-

	The common law

   Meaning, history, and purpose of stare decisis (precedent).

   Common law vs. equity.

   The declaratory theory of the common law.

   Hierarchy of authority; Caribbean complications.


	3-7

25
	-
	25-28
	-

	Organization of the judicial system.

     The litigation process

     Civil vs. criminal

     Importance of understanding procedure

    The adversary system


	6-14
	-
	3-8, 19-21
	-

	Legal reasoning – legal rules. 
    Structure of a legal rule.

    IRAC.

    Application of a rule.

    Claims and defenses.


	15-25
	-
	-
	-

	Legal reasoning – cases.

    Anatomy of a case.

    Dissenting and concurring opinions.

    Per incuriam.

Exercise - Dissecting the text of Robertson v. Rochester
    Ratio decidendi.

    Obiter dictum.

Exercise – Holding vs. Dictum.


	27-28

28-34

34-38
	78-80
	95-101

105-107
	Exercise: Holding vs. Dictum. 

	Briefing cases.

Hand out Assignment 1 – Briefing Cases
  *Identifying issues.

  *How to brief a case.

Exercise – Briefing Cases (Baxter v. Fugett)


	41-48
	11-12
	-
	Assignment 1.
Exercise: Briefing Cases.

	Distinguishing and synthesizing cases.

   Applying the law: logic and syllogisms.

   Reasoning by analogy.

  *Synthesizing cases.

Exercise: Analyzing Cases.

	67-68

86-87, 91-96

39-48, 53-55
	-
	101-105


	Exercise: Analyzing Cases.

	Basic Legal Writing.

   Office memoranda.

   Paragraphing.

Hand out Assignment 2.

Go over model answer to Assignment 1 – Briefing Cases.


	  -


	69-74

194-204
	-
	Assignment 2.

	Legal reasoning – statutes.

   Anatomy of a statute. 

   Rules of statutory interpretation.

Exercise – Statutory analysis.
Go over Model Answer to Assignment 2.

Hand out Assignment 3.


	38-40


	
	122-140
	Exercise: Statutory analysis.
Assignment 3

	An introduction to basic research strategy.*

	229-254
	-
	32-56

206-217
	-

	The rules of case citation.
	229-254
	-
	-
	-


* Please see Mr. Cartwright in the law library to schedule an orientation.
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